encompass   the  imperial  couple.    She  consulted   Mad  ne Remusat, who in her turn consulted her friend de Se ar, who also consulted his bonne amiet Madame de Montbr  ie. This lady determined that if Bonaparte and his wife ^  :re desirous   to  be  served,  or  waited  on,   by  persons   at  ve them  by ancestry and  honour, they  should  pay   libei lly for such sacrifices.   She was not therefore idle, but wisl  ng to  profit  herself by the pride of upstart vanity,  she     ad at first merely reconnoitred the  ground,  or  made   dis   nt overtures to those families of the ancient French   nob  :.ty who had been rubed by the Revolution, and whose mi ds she expected to have found on a level with their  circ   instances.   These, however, either suspecting her intent  , id her views, or preferring honest poverty to  degrading  ; ic disgraceful splendour, had started objections which she     as not prepared to encounter.    Thus  the time passed   aw  jr. and  when, on the i8th of the following May, the  Ser.  t< proclaimed  Napoleon Bonaparte  Emperor  of the   Fren  h
